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his various acquirements, tor he was well studied 
in all the literature of his age. If a critic found 
fault with one of his works when in progress, or 
if he were himself dissatisfied with it, he would 
at once destroy it, whatever pains it might have 
cost him. From these traits of character, and 
the bent of his genius, which leaned to the grand 
and terrible rather than the gentle and graceful, 
he has subsequently been styled the Michael An- 
gelo of his time. It is recorded of him by Vasari, 
that he painted a head of St. Francis ajter nature, 
a thing, he says, till then unknown. It could not 
have been a portrait from lite, because St. Francis 
died in 1225; and the earliest head after nature 
which remains to us was painted by Giuuta Pisano,. 
about 1235. It was a portrait of Fra Elia, a 
monk of Assisi. Perhaps Vasari'means that the 
San Francesco was the first representation of a 
sacred personage for which nature had been taken 
as a model. 

[To be continued.'] 



ABOUT TOWN. 



BY "JEEMS PIPES OF PIPESVILLE.' 



Two weeks ago, some verses appeared in this 
journal, asking a Lady to take some "buds and 
flowers." The following reply has been sent to 
the author: 

BUDS AND FLOWERS. 



A reply to " Oh ! lady take these buds and flowers." 

And if I take the buds and flowers, 

And twine them in my nut brown hair, 
It cannot stay the Heeling hours, 

Which find them now so sweet and fair, 
But see them on the morrow droops, 
Although in every shining loop 
Ot nut brown hair thy gilt I wind. 
I would not have thee weave and bind 
A crown of roses on my brow; 
They wither fast as anv vow 
.Of love and truth; and e'en the rose, 
(More fair than any flower that blows, 
Whene'er her red leaves glisten through 
A shower ot fragrant drops of dew,) 
Will pine the sooner in my hair, 
Removed from all her sisteis fair, 
On hawthorne bush and violet bower. 
Oh 1 leave unculled each blooming flower, 
And give me naught of wordly things, 
Nor costly gems, nor glittering rings; 
Bestow instead a wealth of truth, 
And lengthen out the years of youth; 
They fly so fast, and darkling age 
Comes blurring o'er life's sparkling page, 
And night lasts longer than the dawn. 
Yet while I may I'll wander on, 
-And list the sweet toned, feath'ry throng 
That make the meadows ring with song, 
And then upon the jess'mine bank 
My voice I'll lilt— my Maker thank 
For life. Beside the glancing lake 
Thy crown of buds and flowers I'll take, 
And bind them in my nut brown hair, 
And gaze upon my image there. 
And even as the moments fly, 
1 cannot choose, but heave a- sigh, 
To think that they, sweet wreath, must die; 
• And all else, too, that's fresh and tair — 
Thy buds— thy flowers— my nut brown hair. 



One of the items in a letter received from Lon- 
don by ths last steamer informs us that Miss Eliza 
Newton, the " Prince Perfect " and pet of the 
Olympic, has been offered engagements at three 
of the principal English theatres; but has refused 
accepting any — preferring to return to the land of 
her * adoption. This charming and popular 
actress leaves, in the steamship Atlantic on the 
3d of September, the port of Southampton for this 
great, gorgeous and fascinating city. So, get 
your boquets ready, gentlemen 1 

A little scene occurred last night in a saloon in 
Broadway, that affected me strangely. I was 
thirsty and indulged in a little "cool lager." A 
blind man, led by a little girl, with the usual 
appendages of tin cup and dog, came down the 
steps; 1 dropped a few pennies into the cup, at 
which the girl mildly said, "Thankee, sir," and 
the dog— standing on his hind legs, and placing 
his fore paws on me— licked my hand t I looked 
surprised, when the little girl said, "He likes 
you, sir. He knows when anybody gives any- 
thing to father. He's such a good dog, sir;" and 
I thought of the line in Trowbridge's poem: 
" What a pity, sir, that dogs can't talk I " 



There are some queer letter-writers in .this 
world. Here is a verbatim, el literatim copy of 
one I picked up in Nassau street last week, which 
I herewith transcribe, leaving out, of course,' the 
names. I think its pretty rich and racy. 

New York, Aug. 6, '66. 

Deare Anna: I cannot maik out why you 
doant rite, as their is no faer of anny body seeing 
it, and you say your Muther and Farther is gone 
out of Town, and I cood cum to the House, 
behind the back garden wort, or Thru the Bass- 
mint, witli out anny won seeing mi, witch I'm 
sure of. There is no fesr, Deare Anna, I ashure 
you. Oh ! 1 felt so bad arlter I et them peeches, 
an clams to Coney Island. Did you? An will 
you set by the Winder, with the bline harf shut, 
whiteh I will no if you are in by it. Ill cum at 8. 
If I cen get orf from the Stoare, and Doant pleas, 
hav enny boddy there but me, as I hav lots to tell 
you of. I doant think mutch of Sis Barker she's 
fooling round 2 tellers, and .dosn't Kare too sents 
for eether. 

Now be shure to be to the Winder. 

and I am yeur aflekshunet Luver, 

Harry. 



MUSICAL GOSSIP. 



Bohemia's provincial government has given 
the Landes theatre manager three thousand 
florins to compensate for his severe loss by unfa- 
vorable surroundings there, t. e., Prussian troops. 
- Adelina Patti left Gye's opera and London, 
July 30th, for Homburg, to sing in a concert at 
the Kursal. Maurice Strakosch could not ar- 
range operatic performances for Adelina in Vi- 
enna as war engrossed all interest there and 
music, except military, attracted very slight no- 
tice.- 

The London Musical World's correspondence 
from that beseiged city, prefaces comment upon 
musical doings there with dismal notes about 
war's disturbing influence, and then remarks 
that Herr Zottsmayer, from Prague's theatre, ap^ 
pearcd in Gounod's " Faust," not to gain a per- 
manent engagement, but in star fashion, and 
sang with an exceedingly modest voice, while his 
acting reminded one of provincial education. 



His respectable performance gained some ap- 
plause, with a recall after that opera closed. 

Mile. Dustmann is described as fat, fair, and 
forty— an exceedingly amiabla Gretchen — while 
Herr Mierhofer begins to make a very good Me- 
phisto, which is not astonishing, for he is a very 
clever artist, and any one, who nowadays, When 
he has so many models before him, is not capa- 
ble of catching the diabolical, element or in fact 
of playing the very devil, would most decidedly 
not possess the slightest qualification for playing 
a brilliant part anywhere. 

Mile. Benza as Siebel, screamed at the poor 
little flowers in about the same fashion that an 
energetic corporal would roar at his men to 
make tliein fall in. The house was but moder- 
ately attended. 

The Conservatoire examinations were pro- 
gressing with extremely gratifying results. 

Mecklenburgh has inaugurated a new con- 
cert hall, which is described by that journal's 
correspondence as a fine building well adapted to 
its purpose, simply but tastefully decorated, lit 
with gas, accommodates some 1400 persons, is 
located near the Wallgarten close to shady 
green foliage and beautiful flowers beside a nice 
Restaurateur. Visitors to its inauguration cere- 
monial were greeted at the railway station with 
music, cheering, firing small mortars, wel- 
comed by Herr Jantzen, a cathedral digni- 
tary, then put into rehearsal work, or to recrea- 
tion in the Erbgroosherzoz and Wallgarten. The 
force assembled to perform on that occasion num- 
bered 273 vocalists and 85 instrumentalists. " St.. 
Paul" created a profound sensation at the first 
concert that oratorio having been introduced to 
Meeklenburgh by Mendelssohn himself, and the 
performance being highly creditable to all con- 
cerned for a performance after but one rehearsal. 
Messrs. Gunz and Hill, Mile. Hausen and Mile. 
Roske-Lundh, were much applauded in the so- 
los. The orchestra had special honor at the sec- 
ond Concert for Schumann's B flat major Sym- 
phony the grand Leonore overture, magnificently 
executed. Hiller's " Hymn to Night w went off 
well, and he got an ovation as conductor thereof; 
nosegays, flowers, vociferous cheers, applause, 
recalls, &c, attestinghis enthusiastic regardjthere. 

After " The Creation "—third part — was per- 
formed the Grand Duke honored the soloists 
with personal no.tice, and -the ladies with valua- 
ble bracelets, to attest liis great satisfaction with 
their performance. The last concert had more 
auditors because it included F. Hillers' perform- 
ance of Mozart's concerto in D niinor, and inter- 
esting selections of popular music. 

A grand banquet, in which 300 or 400 persons 
assisted, toasted- and speechified — F. Hiller be- 
iug distinguished for his speeches, and proving 
that he is equally gifted in oratory as in compo- 
sition of music and writing graceful and elegant 
essays — also took place, and because foul weather 
prevented the proposed illumination of the ram- 
parts, a grand ball came off in the new Concert 
Hall, in which F. Hiller took his.turn at playing 
accompaniment. 

Ullmann announces that his grand project of a 
Popular Concert series next winter at Vienna, is 
defeated by Prussian interference with Austrian 
supremacy in Allemania, and his engagement 
with Carlotta Patti, which runs for a year to 
come, must be worked out in France, but he 
does not state who are to assist her in that 
work. 

The Musical' World says Mr. Bateman has 
already engaged, beside Parepa, the following 
artists, Farranti, a very popular buffo, Levy the 
cornet player — who is also engaged for Mellon's 
promenade concerts at Cdvent Garden — Rosa, 
Signor Ferranti, a basso baritone, Brignoli, and 
J. L. Hatton as conductor and accompanist. 
Further arrangements yet remain to be proniul 
gated. 

The concerts in Stein way's Hall will be con- 
tinued on a scale of the greatest attraction — 
without interruption — till the spring. . 



